SISTERS

consequence. For let it be understood these women do know how
to dance and sing. And they may join all organizations which
have satyagraha and non-violence as their creed all the time they
are, by their trade, doing violence to truth and non-violence!

The document before me says further that they have been
enrolled as Congress members and have also been allowed to "do
other national work befitting their humble position". They have
been even elected as delegates. I have seen what I regard as an
obscene manifesto written in their name.

Whatever be the motives, I cannot but regard the whole of
this development  as  disgraceful.   I appreciate spinning,  but it
must not be used as a passport to vice.   I like everybody to sub-
scribe to satyagraha, but I would prevent by all the power at
my   command    an    unrepentant    professional   murderer    from
signing the creed.   My whole heart is with these sisters.   But I
am unable to identify myself with the methods adopted at Bari-
sal.   These sisters have acquired a status which, for the sake of
the moral well-being of society, they must not have.  We will not
incorporate an association of known thieves for the purpose for
which these women have formed their association.   There is less
warrant for this association, for these are more dangerous than
thieves.   The latter steal material possessions,  the former steal
virtue.   Whilst man is primarily responsible for the existence of
these unfortunate members of society, it must not be forgotten
that   they  have   acquired   tremendously  dangerous   powers   for
mischief.   I was told in Barisal that   the corporate   activity of
these women had made them unhealthily forward and that they
were already producing a corrupt  influence;* upon   the   Barisal
youths.   I wish that the association could be disbanded.    I am
firmly of opinion that, so long as they continue the life of shame,
it is wrong to accept donations or services from them or to elect
them as delegates or to encourage them to become members of
the Congress.   There is no legal bar against their entry into the
Congress, but I had hoped that public opinion would keep them
off the Congress and that they themselves would have the modesty
to refrain from seeking Congress membership.

I wish that my words could reach them. I would urge them
to withdraw their names from the Congress, forget that they had
an association, but quickly and resolutely give up their im-
moral trade. Then and not till then, they may take up spin-
ning as discipline, and weaving or any other remunerative and
clean occupation for a living.
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